SPEECH BY HIS EXCELLENCY GOVERNOR
HON.MOHAMED ABDI KUTI

ON THE OCCASION OF OFFICIAL OPENNING
OF THE FIRST SESSION OF THE ISIOLO
COUNTY ASSEMBLY

VENUE: COUNTY ASSEMBLY CHAMBERS
DATE:21°" SEPTEMBER 2017

Mr. Speaker,

The Deputy Speaker,

Hon Majority Leader and other House Leadership.
Honourable Members,

Distinguished Guests, Ladies and Gentlemen,

Good afternoon,

It 1s a great honour to address this opening session of our County
assembly. I congratulate Honourable members on your election
and nomination to this Assembly. My congratulations also goes
to the Speaker and his deputy on their elections, the Leaders of
the Majority Party and Minority Party on being elected to their

positions. I wish all Honourable Members the best as you steer
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the legislative and policy agenda of this august House over the

next S years.

We all participated in an electoral process in which we
campaigned in different part of the county; campaigning as
members of different parties, coalitions or as independent
candidates. Today, we come together with a single purpose —
that of promoting the welfare of the people of Isiolo county,
protecting their rights and giving voice to the many and varied
interests of our people. We are here, not for ourselves, but as
representatives of the people. We, today recognize that we sit
under the banner of our constitution; a constitution that the
people of Kenya approved as the Supreme Law of the land. As
law-makers, our first duty is to be law-keepers — subject to the
constitution. I urge all of us to remember that each of us is
obliged by virtue of citizenship and the trust placed in us by the
people, to respect, uphold and defend our Constitution; each of
us is bound, by a solemn oath, to bear true faith and allegiance
to the People and the Republic of Kenya and to faithfully and

diligently discharge our duties. These duties are conferred to us



by the constitution. This is the oath of office we took before God

and our fellow citizens.
Honourable Members,

My Government looks forward to working with this House, to
implement our agenda. I look forward to your support. Although
we may not agree from time to time, this should be in an
atmosphere of mutual respect and consideration. We should be
able to hold different viewpoints without being enemies. In that
spirit, I pledge that my Government will partner with all sides of
the political divide in the work of implementing our agenda and
transforming this county. The role of a vibrant Opposition is
vital to the effective functioning of this House. I welcome and
respect that role — and look forward to all the members here

holding my Government to account.
Honourable Members,

As a County, we still face the challenges of slow growth,
unacceptably high levels of unemployment, and pervasive
poverty. My Government’s Main goal is to address these

challenges. We will pursue strategies of economic growth that



will lead to a better quality of life for our people. Improving the
economic welfare of our people is our most challenging task.
We have to create ladders of opportunity that will enable our
brothers and sisters living in poverty to move to the middle
class. To do this, the Government will work in partnership with
the private sector and our development partners to reinvigorate
inclusive growth.This growth will be delivered if we pursue the
right combination of policies with a steady hand and

determination.

The county Government Act envisages lean and effective
Government. This involves not just reducing the number of
Ministries but restructuring the entire Government and changing
how it works. We will streamline the agencies of government to
end the confusing and wasteful overlap of responsibilities and

create a Government that is fit for purpose.

As a priority we must exercise prudent management of the
public finances, especially the overall wage bill. Today recurrent
expenditure is reaching unsustainable levels, squeezing out
resources meant for development. We must keep the public

wage bill in check. In the current financial year for example the



total estimated wage bill 1s Kshs 1.5 billion. This i1s
unsustainable and poses a serious threat to the funding of
important development projects, and has the potential to

severely affect the county’s economic prospects.

All arms of Government must set the example and lead the way
in bringing this wage bill down. Our focus both as the executive
and the legislature must be on reducing the cost of living and
making Isiolo much more competitive thereby increasing
opportunities while improving the standard of living. Indeed,

that shall be the centrepiece of our Government.

As I also indicated during my inauguration, the Government will
address those critical challenges which, if unresolved, will
greatly hinder our development efforts. In this regard, our most
urgent tasks are to grow our economy, ensure food security,
provide quality education and health services, create jobs for our
young people; and firmly crackdown on corruption and
impunity.

Within the next few years:

* We must heavily invest in education, water and health

service



* We must invest in and modernize our Livestock Farming

* We must open up at least 40 thousand acres of new land
through irrigation in order to end food insecurity.

* We must seal the leakages in our revenue collection system
and extend the tax base.

* We must drive up value for money from our public
procurement so that we get what we pay for.

* We must create a business climate that encourages
innovation, investment and growth.

* We must invest in our greatest capital resource — our people
and provide what our constitution demands — social

protection for our people
Honourable Members,

I envision a county where every citizen is free to be the very
best that they can. Where everyone can fulfill their potential
regardless of where they come from, what circumstances they
were born into or what community they belong to. That is why

my Government will build our work on a number of key agenda.



The first is transparency. We will run an honest and transparent
government, with public services that are open and accountable
to the people who use them. I will act swiftly to end the scourge
of corruption. Corruption makes our county less attractive as an
investment destination. It limits access to much needed services,

stifles efficiency and eats away at public values.

As an immediate step towards making the transformation of the
Public Service a reality, we will move forward with the strategy
for implementation of integrated service delivery “one stop
shop” Citizen Service Delivery Centers; initiate modalities for
rationalization of the public service in order to make it effective
and efficient, and, institute measures and standards for improved

performance management in service delivery.

The next pillar we will build on is job creation. Among our
youth unemployment is as high as 80%. For far too long this our
county resource has received insufficient attention and the
energy and time of our youth have been wasted through alcohol
and drug abuse. We must work together to put measures in place

to harness the time and talents of our youth in order to grow our



economy. My Government will create, consolidate and
harmonize the youth and women’s funds and ensure these funds

are easily accessible to citizens.

To further increase investments and generate employment
opportunities, we will strengthen cooperatives to better enable
them play the crucial roles of mobilizing savings, marketing
products and value addition to our products. We must strengthen
and harness the potential of this sector in order to increase the
pool of investible resources. With respect to value addition, we
want to see more cooperatives venture not only into value
addition, but also packaging, branding and marketing of high
quality products. This is one of the best ways in which we shall
be able to generate employment and create wealth.

Regarding infrastructure, we will prioritize road construction
and maintenance in the next five years. We will upgrade the
existing roads network to gravel standards to make it all
weather. We will also upgrade 100km of the network to
bituminized standards. Further we will procure equipments to

improve on routine maintenance and spot improvements.



My government acknowledges the potential of ICT in driving
the economy and will embark on several transformative ICT
initiatives. We will address ICT issues through improved ICT
education in schools, training of youth and the progressive

rolling out of WI-FI in major towns within the next five years.

With perhaps one of the best tourism destinations in the country
we must increase the sector’s contribution to our economy,
increasing investment in its infrastructure, capacity and
marketing as well as professional management of our Game

reserves. Our aim is to double the level of tourism in our county

by 2018.

Ladies and Gentlemen, it is in the public domain that the abattoir
whose construction I initiated when I was the cabinet minister
for Livestock Development is yet to take off despite allocation
of funds in successive financial years by the previous
administration. I wish to state that my brainchild will no longer
be used as cash cow as my government will fast track its
operationalization. This will in turn provide employment

opportunities for hundreds of jobless youth as well as prepare



the county for major economic take off. Since it’s the
responsibility of this house to approve budgetary allocations for
various sectors, I humbly request that you assist me in
completing and operationalizing this vital facility within a

reasonable time frame.

This Government will ensure food security by investing in and
modernizing our agricultural sector. Through improved
financing, irrigation, research & development, and the return of
extension services we will enable farmers to move from

subsistence to commercial farming.

We will support the National Land Commission, and fund the
adjudication and titling of land, assisting them in their endeavor
to promote land ownership thereby enhance food security. My
government is determined to provide solutions to land issues so
that land once again can be seen for what it is: a factor of

production among many.

This Government is committed to ensuring the highest attainable
standard of health. Our policy aims to ensure that all our people
have access to well-equipped health facilities and well trained
and motivated health care workers, in addition to developing
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systems to support and expand health care and improved
sanitation. We will progressively roll out our commitment to
provide free primary healthcare to every citizen by 2022,
starting with children, persons with disability, pregnant women

and breastfeeding mothers.

Our next agenda is extending water services to the county
residents. We will increase, year on year the number of people
who have access to clean water until we achieve the goal of
providing access to water to all. Improving the supply and
quality of water is central to a range of our policy goals, it will
help to open up more land to farming, it will improve the health
of our citizens, it will help provide security, by ending a
perennial source of conflict and will protect and enhance our

biodiversity.
Honorable members,

You are aware that the ravages of drought and hunger across
many parts of the county can only get worse. Yet this is a
situation that proper advance planning could have mitigated. As
elected leaders of this county we must come up with mitigation
measures against this menace as a matter of priority. On the
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same note the county and the region at large is still struggling to
come to terms with the recent inferno that brought down the
Isiolo main market leaving hundreds of families who depended
on the market for their daily bread vulnerable to poverty. As
their leaders, we also need to come up with urgent measures to
cushion them from the staring fangs of poverty. Indeed my
government will present to this house policy and legislative
measures on how to betterprepare for and manage disasters such

as drought, floods, fire, conflict and health related disasters.
Honourable Members,

The clock has officially begun counting down on this Assembly.
In five years from now we will be evaluated based on how we
dealt with the issues facing this county. The last assembly which
is your predecessor did its part. For the 5 years it was able to
pass a total of 13 bills into law in addition to the statutory
money bills. These included: The county flag and symbols bill;
The civic education and public participation bill; County Early
childhood bill; The county Education and Bursary Bill; County
Business Licensing Bill; The County Animal welfare Bill; The
County Outdoor Advertising bill; County Designated Parking
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Place bill; County Ward Development Fund Bill; County
Tourism Bill; County Village Administration Bill; Livestock
sale yard bill; and County Emergency fund bill.

Today, I am outlining a broad legislative agenda for this session
of Assembly. This agenda contains the Bills and Sessional
Papers that I wish you to consider. They constitute a promissory
note on the pledges we have made and the reforms that our

people have voted for.

I am proud to have submitted to the electorate the most detailed,
specific and comprehensive manifesto in our history. That
manifesto was endorsed by the people of Isiolo — and I intend to
fulfill those promises. My Government will, therefore, move to
propose our legislative agenda in line with the commitments in
that manifesto. I will act decisively to boost development and
harness our potential for growth.Specifically my Government

will present to this house measures, policies and legislations to:

* Undertake comprehensive public service reforms
* Expand and promote maternal, child and primary health
care services

e Promote and enhance the tourism sector
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Create procurement quotas for youth and women
Enhance ethics, integrity and accountability

Strengthen social welfare services and social protection
initiatives

Bring together the separate funds for youth & women and
create a powerful new fund

Promote exploitation of minerals and other natural
resources

Promote, expand and modernize the agricultural (Livestock
and Crop Farming) sector and enhance food security
Improve the business environment, reduce red-tape and
provide a predictable regulatory framework for business
Improve and expand Water Management and Water
Harvesting

Respond to the urgent threat posed by climate change
Promote and expand sports, arts and entertainment sectors
Improve disaster and emergency management

Mobilize resources and improve aid coordination
Coordinate infrastructure development

Strengthen civic engagement in policy and planning
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To this end and as a matter of priority my government will
present the following bills to this honorable house for

deliberation and enactment within the next 100 days:

1.Is10lo County Health Service Bill

2.Is10lo County Revenue Administration Bill

3. Isiolo County Water and Sanitation Service Bill

4.Is10lo County Youth, Women and People with
Disability Fund Bill

5.Is10lo County Investment and Development
Corporation Bill

6. Isiolo County Abattoirs Bill

7.1s10lo County Disaster Preparedness and Emergency
Management Bill

8. Isiolo County Cooperative Societies Bill

9.Is10lo County Spatial Planning Bill

10. Isiolo County Survey and Mapping Bill
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Honourable Members,

If we implement the measures I have outlined here today, I am
confident that we shall secure the future of our county. I,
therefore, urge all members to prepare themselves for the work
that is ahead. I welcome and urge all citizens to take their place
in the legislative process — as agents of accountability. As per
our constitution, all sovereign power belongs to the people and 1
therefore say, fellow Isioloans — this is your Government. These
are your elected representatives. We are here to defend your
rights. If we act together, remaining steadfast in our

deliberations, I am confident that our prospects will be limitless.

Finally, ladies and gentlemen, I call upon us all to rededicate
ourselves to the development of our county. Let us cast our eyes
towards the horizon of possibility and promise, let us all believe
in ourselves, and let us all have faith that we can make Isiolo a
prosperous, free, and wealthy county.

God bless the people of Isiolo and God bless and guide this 2™
Assembly as you pursue the noble goals outlined above.

Thank you.
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